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Spring! Could it be?  March 1 brought quite a roar of winter into our 

area and most everything shut down.   Still, our dedicated board members 

continued with their duties from domestic offices while snowflakes fluttered 

outside the windows and home-bound, school-aged children provided fun 

distractions.  It was easy to wonder, however exciting a snow day/week 

could be, “will winter ever end?”   

Of course it will!  Just ask Erica Shaw. She knows Spring is right 

around the corner because that’s her busiest time of year.  As Scholarship 

Chair she is in the midst of receiving applications and is constantly remind-

ing our members that the deadline is March 15.  During the next few weeks 

while flower tips appear in the garden outside, Erica and her committee will 

quickly process the paperwork, evaluate and validate information and es-

says, and finally rank our applicants.  Before you know it, daffodils will be 

dancing and Erica will be planning our Awards Luncheon with Holly Scher-

er, the Army Engineer Memorial Awards Chair.  Your generous donations 

and monies raised in support of our fundraisers will, once again, go toward 

educating our next generation when they are presented during this special 

event on a Sunday, May 3, 2015.  

Allison Chamberlayne is also kicking off the Spring season in a fun 

and exciting way.  She has been planning our Annual Wine Tasting for 

weeks now.  Lion or lamb - the weather outside won’t matter as once you’ve 

arrived, your day will revolve around bright, clear sunshine in a glass – un-

less of course, you happen to be tasting something red!  Either way, we 

promise you will have fun, maybe learn a little about wine, and certainly 

have the opportunity to catch up with Engineer friends.  Please join us on 

March 21. 

I hope you have had a chance to thumb through your new Red Book.  

Perhaps you noticed some new names among familiar friends.  We are so 

very pleased with our increased membership, but just like those pretty, 

Spring daffodils, we want our numbers to multiply each year.  Therefore, as 

an incentive for new members, we are now offering partial club year mem-

berships.  All those joining between JAN 1 – MAY 31 will do so for $15.  

We can’t send them a Red Book for that price, but all members can purchase 

one, as well as access our web-sites’ “Members Only” tab to take advantage 

of our Castle Boutique’s special offerings, and receive our fabulous Castle 

Gram through MAY 2015 - the remainder of our club year.  Tell your 

friends! 
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I hope your March is a special one.  Is the lion still roaring 

outside your door?, … Maybe you are chasing Leprechauns with 

little four leaf clovers?,…. You might even be counting the fluffy 

lamb-like clouds in the sky.    Where ever you are, whatever your 

days might hold, remember to hug your Engineer  and give him a 

kiss for wearing the Army green! 

Warmly, 

Connie 

PS:  I always carry a shovel in my trunk! 

 

“A daffodil bulb will divide and re-divide endlessly. That's why, 

like the peony, it is one of the few flowers you can find around 

abandoned farmhouses, still blooming and increasing in numbers 

fifty years after the farmer and his wife have moved to heaven, or 

the other place, Boca Raton. If you dig up a clump when no one is 

nearby and there is no danger of being shot, you'll find that there are 

scores of little bulbs in each clump, the progeny of a dozen or so 

planted by the farmer's wife in 1942. If you take these home, sepa-

rate them, and plant them in your own yard, within a couple of 

years, you'll have a hundred daffodils for the mere price of a tres-

passing fine or imprisonment or both. I had this adventure once, and 

I consider it one of the great cheap thrills of my gardening career. I 

am not advocating trespassing, especially on my property, but there 

is no law against having a shovel in the trunk of your car.”  

― Cassandra Danz, Mrs. Greenthumbs: How I Turned a Boring 

Yard into a Glorious Garden and How You Can, Too  

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/330840.Cassandra_Danz
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/1262858
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/1262858
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Upcoming Events: April Board Meeting 
Please join us at our upcoming Board Meeting 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

AESC Board Meeting 

will be held on 

 April 1, 2015 

10:00 am - 12:00 am 

at the 

 Fairfax Village Neighborhood Center 

10265 Fairfax Drive 

Ft. Belvoir, Virginia 
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2014-2015 AESC Board 

 

Elected Officers 

 President – Connie Semonite 

 Vice-President – Allison Chamberlayne 

 Secretary – Maggie DeMello  

 Treasurer – Kathy moakler 

 AEMA Chairperson – Holly Scherer  

 

Appointed Board Members 

 Parliamentarian – Roz Riley 

 Membership – Jackie Caldwell 

 Hospitality – Lynda Flowers 

 AEMA Scholarship – Erica Shaw  

Media Team: Publicity/Historian – Glenda Hudson 

Newsletter – Karen Anderson 

Webmaster – laura putnam 

Facebook – Lisa stevenson 

Circulation – Kara Anderson 

Reservations – Anita Link 

Ways and Means – Sheila Kelly  

Welfare/Services – Kimberly oborski 

 Liaison Chair: Knollwood – vacant 

 Fairfax – Joyce Rebh and kay burlin 

Knollwood Bake Sale – Priscilla Noah 

Nominations – Bette Meuleners 

Ad Hoc Volunteer—Pat O’Neill and 

Beth Mazzanti 

 

Advisors 

Renee Bostick  -  Spouse, Chief of Engineers 

Vicky Groninger  - Spouse, CSM of Engineers 

Jackie Caldwell– SES spouse, Director– MILPO 

Joan Stockton-SES Spouse, Director-CEO 
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Upcoming Event: 

 
Knollwood Bake Sale 

6200 Oregon Ave NW 

Washington, DC 20015 

April 8, 10:00 am 
 

We are delighted to have the opportunity to revisit Knollwood with baked goods, hors d’oeu-
vres, and special goodies for diabetics. 

 

Knollwood is the home for retired military and their spouses. Our special treats are sold with 
all the revenue to return to Knollwood for the benefit of residents who need some financial 

assistance. We Engineers love to take care of our military families. We hope you will join us! 

 

Please bring the goodies to Knollwood already priced:  
 

Bar Cookies and Brownies - $1.50  

 
Cupcakes - $1.50  

 

Mini Loaves - $ 3.50 each  

 
Cheese, Sausage or Spinach Balls - 12 @ $4.00  

 

Mini Quiches - 4 @ $3.00  
 

Snack Mixes - $2.00/bag  

 
Appetizers & Other Cocktail-Hour Nibbles - 6 @ $3.00  

 

Cookies – 1/2 doz. @ $2.00 - $3.00 depending on cookie size  

 
We hope many of you will come join us for a fun day.  

Please plan to stay for lunch in the dining area.  

 
If you can't make it to Knollwood (6200 Oregon Ave. NW, Washing-ton DC 20015) on the 

8th of April but would like to donate baked goods, email Priscilla Noah at  

general@crosslink.net  
 

Also, you may make a donation to Knollwood. Please make check payable to AESC and mail 

to: AESC PO BOX 6332 Alexandria, VA 22306-6332  

**Make note on check that is for Knollwood 
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Castle Boutique: 
 
 

Visit our Members 
Only section on our 

website for   
EXCLUSIVE Castle 
Boutique Items!  

 
www.armyengineer 

spouses.com 
 

Be sure to visit the 
Castle Boutique at the 

Wine Tasting Event 
this weekend! 

http://www.armyengineerspouses.com/
http://www.armyengineerspouses.com/
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Above: Board members at the March meeting 

 

 

 

The March AESC Board Meeting 

was held on March 4, 2015 

From 10:00 am - 12:00 am 

at the 

 Fairfax Village Neighborhood Center 

 Many thanks to Maggie for providing 

 refreshments! 
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Helping homeless veterans 

AESC is supporting Zero 2016, a national campaign designed to help local 

communities end veteran and chronic homelessness in the next two 

years.   Now through March 31, 2015 AESC will be collecting new and gen-

tly used kitchen items at all events and board meetings. Zero 2016 organiza-

tions in Arlington, VA will provide these items to local veterans moving into 

their new residence.  We will be posting a donation link on our website for 

those interested in supporting but unable to attend events. Click HERE to read 

about Erie Mass, a success story from Arlington County in 2012. Click on 

the following link for more information on the Zero 2016 Campaign. 
 

The following items most in demand; however all donations are 

happily accepted : 

Garbage/recycling con-

tainers 

Garbage bags 

Measuring cups and 

spoons 

Can opener 

Wooden spoons 

Spatulas 

Serving ladle 

Pepper and salt shakers 

Oven mitts 

Tea Kettle 

Coffee maker 

Colander 

Casserole dish 

Food storage containers 

(microwave safe pre-

ferred) 

Pot (with lids preferred) 

Frying pan 

Mixing bowls 

Microwave  

Cookie sheet 

Cutting board  

Knives 

Dish drying rack 

Dishwashing liquid 

Dish cloth 

Cutlery 

Cutlery divider 

Pot scrubber 

Broom / dust pan 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/homeless-arlington-veteran-finally-settles-into-home-after-advocates-year-long-efforts/2012/11/22/269faf2c-33fb-11e2-bfd5-e202b6d7b501_story.html
http://cmtysolutions.org/press/community-solutions-announces-selection-71-communities-participate-zero-2016
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Volunteers needed for AESC’s Board for 

2015-2016 
 

It's time to start on working filling next year's Army Engineer 
Spouses’ Club (AESC) Board.  The Elected Executive 

Board for next year will be voted into place at the April AESC 
Board meeting.  It's my job as the Nominations Chairperson, 

with my committee, to select nominees for the Elected 
Board.  We also will try to help the upcoming President fill 

the rest of the appointed board positions. 
 

We are working on finding out what positions will be  
available, but please contact us if you might be interested in 
being on the board.  It really is a great way to connect 

with other members and is an enjoyable activity. 
 

Another request would be for suggestions for members who 
you think might like to join the board for the next year--

especially members new to the club. 
 

Thanks you so much for considering our request! 
 

Bette Meuleners 
Pat O’Neill 

AESC Nominations, 2013-2014 
bmeuleners@gmail.com 

pponeill6@aol.com 
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Let’s Eat BBQ!!! 

 

Support the Red Hot & Blue AESC Fundraiser 

You’ll enjoy a delicious meal at Red Hot & Blue, ranked 

among the top 3 BBQ chains in the nation; what’s more, 

you’ll be supporting the AESC scholarship fund. 

 

Who: EVERYONE!   Please invite your family, friends, 

and colleagues. 

 

What: AESC scholarship fundraiser at the Red Hot & 

Blue Restaurant 

 

When: April 9th & 10th 

 

Where: Red Hot & Blue at 6482 Landsdowne Centre, 

Alexandria, VA 22315 (this location ONLY) 

 

How: Present the flyer to your server and Red Hot & 

Blue will donate 15 % of your total bill to the AESC 

Scholarship Fund! Applies to both dine-in and carry-out 

orders. 

 

(Note: please print the flyer on the next page) 

http://redhotandblue.com/kingstowne/
http://redhotandblue.com/leesburg/press/top3.pdf
http://redhotandblue.com/leesburg/press/top3.pdf
http://redhotandblue.com/kingstowne/
http://redhotandblue.com/kingstowne/
http://redhotandblue.com/kingstowne/
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

March 21
st

 – 4pm to 6pm: AESC  

Annual Wine tasting Event to be held at the 

Fairfax Community  

Center on Fort Belvoir.  

April 8, 2015: 10 am—12 pm: Knollwood Bake Sale 

April 9
th

 & 10
th

 - Red Hot & Blue; 6482 Landsdowne Centre, 

Alexandria, VA 22315.  

May 3
rd

 – AEMA Luncheon at The 

Fairfax Senor Living Community, 

Fort Belvoir.   

August 7, 2015: Castle Ball 

 

 

Where do you hang your Engineer Flag?  We at AESC 

would love to share photos of Engineers and their flags 

or castles around the world.  Please submit your photos 

to the AESC Facebook page! Thanks to Lisa Stevenson 

for submitting the photo below, of LTC Mike Ryan and 

LTC Mark Gregris in San Pedro, Belize. 
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Birthdays……………………………. 
 

March 
 

Beth Mazzanti    March 4 
Marie Rundle    March 5 
Barbara Fleming    March 8 
Diane Messinger Galloway  March 11 
Lynn Munch     March 15 
Roz Riley     March 16 
Tammie Morris    March 17 
Shikatta Jackson    March 18 
Mollie O’Neill    March 20 
Susan Hill     March 22 
Susan Welch    March 23 
Jytte Hambric    March 27 
Stacy Lloyd     March 28 
 

April 
 

Michelle DiCiro    April 1 
Sally Ball     April 2 
Robin Hakala    April 3 
Karen Moseley    April 3 
Jackie Beck     April 8 
Carol Pawlowski    April 9 
Jackie Danielson    April 12 
Karen Moseley    April 12 
Mary Scott     April 15 
Lee Boutin     April 18 
Anneliese Boutin    April 18 
Susan Oliveri    April 20 
Mary Lorber     April 23 
Niddavone (Mui) Zecchini  April 24 
Dolores Felch    April 29 
Jennifer Riordan    April 30 
 
 
 
*Please let me know if I have missed your Birthday! 
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The Army Engineer Spouses' Club welcomes membership from  
spouses of all U.S. Army Engineers and civilian employees of USACE 

and, with approval of the Executive Board,  
other persons who are associated with the Corps of Engineers. 

 
2015  AESC HALF-YEAR MEMBERSHIP 

 
There are two options for submitting  2015 half-year membership  

forms and dues. 
 
 

1. An electronic membership form with paypal on the AESC website 
 
 

2. Our traditional mail-in membership form 
 

 
We look forward to receiving many electronic memberships.  As al-
ways, our AESC post office mailbox will be checked frequently for 

mailed memberships.   
 
 
 

    
                     
 
 
 
 
 
 

“LIKE” us on Facebook! 
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AESC 2015 HALF YEAR MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

PRINT NAME  
  

Last _____________________________ First_______________________________ 

Mailing Address  

___________________________________________________________________  

 

City ____________________________ State ____________  

 

Zip Code______________  

 

Preferred contact phone: 

__________________________________________________ 

 

E-mail 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Your Birthday (month/day only) ________________  

 

Check one: □ New member □ Returning member □ Rejoining member 

 

Spouse's Name______________________________________________________ 

Check one: Is Spouse: □ Active □ Retired □ Reserve/National Guard □ Deceased  

 

Spouse's title/rank/job assignment or firm 

______________________________________ 

By sending this application, you agree to have the above information listed in the 

Castle Directory.  

Membership runs from January 1, 2015 until June 30, 2015. Thank you!  
Half year dues :  $15   
  

Total: ___________ 

Please make check payable to AESC and mail to:  

AESC MEMBERSHIP  

P.O. Box 6332  

Alexandria, VA 22306-6332 

 

Join online at www.armyengineerspouses.com 

 
The AESC mission is to keep our Army Engineer family connected. We value membership as a 

way of keeping Army Engineer friendships alive through member information in the Castle    

Directory. We welcome your active participation. Let a board member know if you would like to:  

 write regular or occasional articles for the Castle Gram,  

 volunteer your computer skills,  

 host an AESC-sponsored activity or fund-raising event in your area,  

 provide pictures of member weddings, births, retirement, or other events of interest to the 

Army Engineer family. 
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AESC 

P.O. Box 6332 

Alexandria, VA  22306-6332 


