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Point of Interest: The Pentagon
This month, Kathy Moakler wrote about “Living the Engineer
Life” in the DC area. As a new resident, I found this information to be very useful. The US Army’s Office of the Chief of
Engineers, located in the Pentagon, is my husband’s current
duty station. Pentagon tours are available, and last month I
was fortunate to get to see this fascinating facility.
Here are some fun facts about the Pentagon:


Ground breaking was on September 11, 1941



The Pentagon is the world’s largest low rise office building.



Forty-seven percent of the 25,000 employees are military



There are 284 restrooms in the Pentagon.



The building is actually in Virginia, but it has a Washington, DC address.



The Pentagon has more than 20 fast food operations, and
shopping includes CVS, Best Buy, a florist, a dentist, three
banks, a hair salon, and a chocolatier.

For more information, visit http://www.washingtondcgo.com/attractions/pentagon-facts.html
-Karen Anderson
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...a note from our President
President’s Letter, September 2013
Dear Friends,

The Gavel

Kathy Moakler
President

Welcome to another club year! September is full of new beginnings,
and not just for the children heading off to school. Our Board has been busy
this summer updating the way we get things done in the Army Engineer
Spouses Club. Hope you have noticed some of the differences.
We are using our website more efficiently thanks to the work of Susan
Wright and her many contributors: Jackie Caldwell, Connie Semonite and
Anna Marie Cox, among others.
Have you joined online with our new membership form? You can easily pay with Paypal. I was one of the first users (guinea pigs?) and it went off
without a hitch. If you haven’t renewed your membership yet, visit the website and join now.
Updated ordering capabilities are in the works for the online Castle
Boutique – keep checking the website to see what’s new!
We’re hoping we’ll be far enough along so you can donate for the Cocktail Party benefiting the Army Engineer Memorial Awards as you make
your reservation for our event, tentatively scheduled for October 26th. The
Bostick’s have again agreed to open their lovely home on Fort McNair.
(Mark your calendar).
Thanks to AESC Financial Review Committee, consisting of Vicky Groninger and Patricia O’Neill who made sure all the AESC and AEMA books
were fiscally correct.
We broke from tradition in August and had our board meeting at La
Tasca in Old Town Alexandria. We are going to try to combine Board meetings and luncheon events every other month. We hope to get more participation from all our members that way. Next opportunity may be in October –
be on the lookout for more information – thanks to Rosemary Davis, our vice
-president, for her innovative ideas!
I’m really looking forward to working with the Board this year – I’m
hoping that the third time is the charm – why hoping? I know that it will be,
with this great group of folks. Please make an effort to join us in our outings
if you can.
I close this letter with a sad note. LTG (R)John Morris, former chief of
Engineers, passed away on August 20. LTG Morris established our AEMA's
Geraldine K. Morris Award (GKM) to honor HIS Army wife (and former Army Nurse), Gerry. Burial will be at West Point on 4 Sep 13, at 1330. This will
be followed by a reception. Our condolences go out to his son and daughter-inlaw, John and Tammie and their family. (address in the Red Book).
Essayons!
Kathy Moakler
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2013-2014 AESC
Elected Officers
President – Kathy Moakler

Vice-President – Rosemary Davis
Secretary – Allison Chamberlayne
Treasurer – Debbie Rapp

AEMA Chairperson – Holly Scherer

Appointed Board Members
Parliamentarian – Roz Riley
Membership – Jackie Caldwell
Hospitality – Lynda Flowers
Media Team: Publicity/Historian – Glenda Hudson
Newsletter – Karen Anderson
Webmaster – Susan Wright

Facebook – Elizabeth Hill
Circulation – Kara Anderson
Reservations – Anita Link
Ways and Means – Connie Semonite
Welfare/Services – Mollie O’Neill
Liaison Chair: Knollwood – Betty Swygert
Fairfax – Joyce Rebh
Knollwood Bake Sale – Priscilla Noah
Nominations – Bette Meuleners

Nominations & Ad Hoc Volunteer—Pat O’Neill
Ad Hoc Volunteer – Gene Villiva
Beth Mazzanti
Advisors

2013-2014 AESC OFFICERS

AEMA Scholarship – Laura Putnam

Renee Bostick - Spouse, Chief of Engineers
Vicky Groninger - Spouse, CSM of Engineers
Jackie Caldwell– SES spouse, Director– MILPO
Joan Stockton-SES Spouse, Director-CEO

THANK
YOU!!

2013
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Board Meeting

Kathy Moakler
President

La Tasca Spanish Tapas Bar was the site of the recent AESC
Board meeting. We were trying out the concept of combining the Board meeting with our monthly outing. Since this
was the first meeting of the new year, there was a lot of
catching up to do – luckily we had most of the restaurant to
ourselves. While we did conduct business (really!) we also
had a grand time trying all the small plates.
We learned two valuable lessons:
1) When ordering dishes with Spanish names, make a list so
you remember what you ordered, and
2) Having a table for 11 when each person is ordering 4
plates each (it was the special) can get very crowded and
make it hard to keep track of your own plate. Thank you,
Lynda Flowers, for being so gracious when I ate one of your
plates.
We were having such a great time no one thought to take
pictures, but here is a shot of the restaurant on King St. in
Old Town Alexandria. I think we all would recommend it.
Thanks to Rosemary Davis for making it happen.
-Kathy Moakler
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Wednesday, 4 September
1100-1300
At the Home of
Kathy Moakler
6716 Ordsall Street
Alexandria, VA 22315
Members are welcome

Save the Date!
Annual Cocktail Party
Oct. 26, 2013
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PRAISES

PRAISES

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS—1

PRAISE: After 8 months of treatment, Donna
Winzenreid is in remission from pancreatic cancer.
Donna is the wife of CSM Bob Winzenreid, former
CSM of the Corps of Engineers. She's a real fighter
and we're so happy she's doing so well!
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Living the Engineer Life – Washington DC
For many of our members, a tour in the Washington DC area used to be a given, when
the Engineer School used to be at Fort Belvoir. Now folks may go many years in their
career without enjoying the environs of the District of Columbia, Northern Virginia and
Maryland. While there are many core areas that everyone recognizes as part of the DC life
like the National Mall and the Monuments, your tour in the Washington DC area can be
as individual as you are.

Living The Engineer Life

PAGE

There can be many things to consider: size of house versus commute; being near to the
cultural offerings of DC or more school and sports choices for your kids. Does being on
the water in Annapolis outweigh a longer time on the road to the Pentagon? If you poll
Engineers in the Pentagon or at Corps headquarters, you’ll find just as many stories of
why they chose where they live as there are people. Rural, suburban or downtown – you
choose. Develop a plan on what you want to accomplish while you and your family are in
the Capital region to make the most of your time here. That will certainly influence your
decision on where you want to live.
Activities can be as varied as you are. I’ve always thought that when you have kids, it
doesn’t matter where you are stationed, you are still consumed with their day to day activities such as school, sports and extra-curriculars. But imagine adding in the extras found
at the Smithsonian museums, the Newseum, the National Zoo with the famous pandas,
tours of Mount Vernon and for a day trip – Monticello, the home of Thomas Jefferson in
Charlottesville. You’ll have to develop a familiarity with all these places when your guest
room gets a work out with all your friends and family who want to visit our Nation’s
Capital.

Engineer spouses have lots of opportunities coming to the Capital region. You may find
jobs easier to find here. Of course, we’d like you to take part in our activities with AESC
and we’ve done some great ones in the past few years. Tours of the National Cathedral,
the Library of Congress, and Tea at the historical Willard Hotel have all been memorable
activities. Many of our group like to take advantage of DC and Alexandria Restaurant
weeks each year to get a taste of the finest restaurants at a fraction of the price. National
sports teams – the Redskins, the Nationals and the Wizards, not to mention the DC United soccer club – offer plenty of cheering opportunities or the chance to see your favorite
home team when they come to play.
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Among my favorite DC moments are walking around the Tidal Basin at dawn
when the cherry blossoms are blooming and attending the rehearsals for the PBS
shows in front of the Capital for Memorial Day of the 4th of July. Same shows –
less crowds. The only thing missing is the fireworks.

There are a few downsides. The DC area is an expensive area to live in. While some
folks are fortunate enough to get quarters on one of the several Army installations but you can’t count on it. Commuting takes a toll on your finances as well.
Another bone of contention is traffic. I know I live 6 miles from work and it can
take 12 minutes or an hour and a half. Many of our spouses find that their GPS
likes to take them the longgggg way around. But if you are an explorer, you can
have fun. I always like to have 2 or 3 ways to get to the same place in case the
traffic backs up.
Welcome to the National Capital Region! Embrace the challenges and enjoy the
ride living the Engineer life in DC!
Kathy Moakler

Do you have favorite places or things to do in the
DC area? Share them on our Facebook page. Like to
share what living the Engineer life in your area is
like? Contact Karen Anderson, CastleGram editor
to see what month you can share your story.

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS—1

And last but not least, there are great shopping opportunities in the DC area!
Whether a huge mega mall like Tysons Corner is your preference, or the boutiques of Georgetown or Occoquan or Old Town Alexandria is what you enjoy,
you can never run out of opportunities. The abundance of shopping can be a
little overwhelming when you come to DC after being at a remote or overseas
posting.

Living The Engineer Life

Theaters abound and you can choose from the Kennedy Center, the Warner and
National Theaters and Arena Stage in DC and in both summer and winter, Wolf
Trap and its Barns. Are you a runner or a cycler? Great paths are all around from
the George Washington Parkway to the C&O Canal. You can run on these to
train for the Marine Corps Marathon and Army Ten-Miler in the fall.
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Letter from the Editor
Thank you for the opportunity to serve the
AESC as this year’s newsletter editor.
My husband, Chuck, is currently an active duty
soldier. He was recently assigned to the Pentagon as part of the AfPac Hands program. In
July, my family relocated to Burke, Virginia.

Letter from the Editor

PAGE

Chuck and I completed college and were married before he joined the military. During our 19 years
as a military family, Chuck has served in the VA National Guard and the Army Reserves, in addition to his years in the Regular Army. At one time, Chuck got out of the Army and we thought we
had left the military behind, but as an IRR Soldier, he was called back in after only 16 months!
I am an educator. As I’ve followed Chuck around throughout this military career, I have taught preschool children, adult learners, and almost every age in between. At our last assignment, I was a
college professor at Barton College, Ft. Leavenworth Campus. I taught Grammar and Composition
Classes. I was sad to leave the college, but I know that there will be many opportunities for me in
the National Capital Region.
Chuck and I have two children. Our oldest son, Paul, will begin 8 th grade at Robinson Secondary
School. He loves playing drums and playing soccer. Our youngest son, Davis, will be in the 2 nd
grade at Terra Centre Elementary. Davis enjoys video games and building with Legos. We also
have a dog; Sparta is a mix of Jack Russell Terrier and Beagle. She loves taking long walks.
Although we’ve spent the last two years in Kansas, Chuck and I call Tennessee our home state. We
also have extended family in Roanoke, VA, and Hickory, NC.
Thank you again for trusting me to be your editor. I appreciate Elsie’s assistance with the transition,
and I am thankful to Kathy for her many contributions for this month’s newsletter. I look forward to
meeting with all of you, and I welcome your contributions in future newsletters.
- Karen Anderson
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Birthdays…………………………….
August

Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug

01
06
07
08
10
13
19
21
23
23
24
24
27
29

September
Maria Cahill
Pat Williams
Kimbel Treat
Noah Burt
Barb Comiso
Felicia Geary
Nancy Graves
Betty Ann Akiyama
Barbara Pavlick
Elsie Mersereau
Susan Sullivan
Cheryl Gill
Tonyi Pelham

Sept. 2
Sept. 2
Sept. 3
Sept. 3
Sept. 8
Sept. 14
Sept. 16
Sept. 19
Sept. 19
Sept. 20
Sept. 22
Sept. 28
Sept. 28

MEMBER CELEBRATIONS

Glenda Hudson
June A Suerman
Donna B Leketa
Anne M Yandoupe
Helen G Sanford
Donna Winzenried
Kitty Heiberg
Sarah Pearce
Linda Caver
Mary G Parket
Kara Anderson
Jackie Caldwell
Mary Lou Lee
Tawanda Agee

2013
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JOHN WOODLAND MORRIS II
September 10, 1921 - August 20, 2013

OBITUARY

PAGE

Lieutenant General (R) John "Jack" W. Morris II, 91, died August 20,
2013 at Davis Health Care Center. He had been a patient at the Davis
Health Care Center since July of this year.
Born in Princess Anne, Maryland, on September 10, 1921, to John Earl
and Alice Morris, Jack graduated high school from Charlotte Hall Military
Academy and then attended Western Maryland College. He entered the
United States Military Academy at West Point, New York, in July 1940 as
a member of the Class of 1944. Due to World War II, his class was accelerated and he graduated as a Second Lieutenant in the Corps of Engineers on June 6, 1943. While on assignment in the Philippines, he met
1st Lieutenant Geraldine Ludwig, a Flight Nurse in the Army Air Corps.
Jack and Gerry were married on 12 May 1947, in St. John's Episcopal
Church in Wilmington, North Carolina.
Over the next three decades Jack served in critical staff and command
positions. He was sworn in as the 44th Chief of Engineers on July 1,
1976. Jack retired in 1980 with over 37 years of service and held the
rank of Lieutenant General. Upon retirement, Jack started his own company and provided consulting services to some 50 firms, many from overseas. Recognitions continued to come his way, but none more cherished
that his selection as a Distinguished Graduate from the U.S. Military
Academy in 1989.
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He is preceded in death by his loving and devoted wife of 59 years, Gerry. He is survived by his daughter Susan M. Nelson and husband James
A.; son, John W. Morris III and wife Tamelia: four grandchildren, John
Nelson, Jessica M. Friley and her husband James, Chelsea Morris, and
John W. Morris IV; great grandson, Damon Friley; and two nieces Sandra
and husband Larry Parker and Cecilia Ann Pennington.

The Army Engineer Spouses’ Club expresses our condolences to the Morris family on the loss of LTG Morris. We are forever grateful for his establishment of the Geraldine K. Morris Award in 2007 which is awarded to an
Engineer child who is pursuing a degree in nursing.

OBITUARY

His funeral is to be held at the United States Military Academy, West
Point, New York, 1:30 p.m. September 4, with interment immediately
thereafter. In lieu of flowers, please consider honoring his memory with a
contribution in support of the General John W Morris Graduate Scholarship Endowment at the University of Maryland. This will support a graduate student within the Department of Civil Engineering who has served in
the military or has had a relative serve in the military. Contributions are
tax deductible. Please make your check out to UMCPF and in the memo/
for section include "General Morris Endowment". Mail the checks to Sammy Popat, University of Maryland, 3207 Kim Engineering Building, College
Park, MD 20742. Full obituary may be viewed and condolences may be
sent to the family at www.andrewsmortuary.com Andrews Market Street
Chapel. (Excerpted from the obituary published in The Washington Post
on August 25, 2013)
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AESC 2013-2014 MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

MEDIA
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The Army Engineer Spouses’ Club welcomes membership from
spouses of all U.S. Army Engineers, all civilian employees of
USACE and, with approval of the Executive Board, other persons who are associated with the Corps of Engineers.

http://www.armyengineerspouses.com/

“Like” our public Facebook page!
NEW—MEMBERSHIP FORM ON THE WEBSITE
The Army Engineer Spouses Club is proud to announce two ways to join the Club!!
New and returning members can use our online form and pay via PayPal or credit card.
Or
Download and print out the membership form (pdf), fill it out and send it in with a check.
To join by mail, please complete this form, and mail the form with payment to the address below.
Please make check payable to AESC and mail to:
AESC MEMBERSHIP
P.O. Box 6332
Alexandria, VA 22306-6332
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AESC 2013-2014 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
PLEASE PRINT NAME as you would like to be listed in the Castle Directory (The Redbook)
Last _____________________________ First_______________________________
If you are in the military, list your rank & job title
______________________________________________________________________
Mailing Address_________________________________________________________
City ____________________________ State ____________ Zip Code______________
Preferred contact phone: __________________________________________________
Additional contact phone: _________________________________________________

By sending this application, you agree to have the above information
listed in the Castle Directory.
Membership runs from July 1, 2013 until June 30, 2014. Membership
information received by Oct 31st, 2013 will be included in the 20132014 Castle Directory. Thank you.
Annual dues + 1 copy of the Castle Directory $25 ___________
Additional Castle Directory: Each $5 ___________
Total: ___________

MEMBERSHIP

E-mail __________________________________________________________________
The Castle Gram (in color) is sent to you via email. If you do not have
email, a black and white copy will be sent to your home address.
Your Birthday (month/day only) ________________
Check one: □ New member
□ Returning member
□ Rejoining member
Eligibility Information:
Spouse's Name_________________________________________________________
Check one: Is Spouse: □ Active □ Retired □ Deceased
Spouse's title/rank/job assignment
____________________________________________________________________
If retired, use current firm, if any. If active duty, use official abbreviation.

2013
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AESC
P.O. Box 6332
Alexandria, VA 22306-6332

The AESC mission is to keep our Army Engineer
family connected. We value membership as a way
of keeping Army Engineer friendships alive through
member information in the Castle Directory. We
welcome your active participation.
Please contact a board member if you would like
to:
* write regular or occasional articles for the Castle
Gram,
*volunteer your computer skills,
* host an AESC-sponsored activity or fund-raising
event in your area,
* provide pictures of member weddings, births, retirement, or other events of interest to the Army
Engineer family.
Thank you!

Save the Date!
Annual Cocktail
Party
Oct. 26, 2013
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