
 From the Gavel
Happy New Year !   I  th ink  we a l l  have been look ing
forward to  the ar r i va l  of  2021 .  A  new year  a lways  fee ls
l i ke  a f resh s tar t  to  me.   Wi th  vaccines  s tar t ing to  be
dis t r ibuted,  I  am hopefu l  that  a  return  to  normalcy  wi l l
come.   Unt i l  then ,  p lease keep yourse l f  and your  fami ly
safe.  

We were able  to  at tend the Whi te  House Tour  again
th is  year .   The theme was Amer ica The Beaut i fu l .  Every
year  I  at tend the Whi te  House tour  I  learn  or  see
someth ing I  had not  seen before.   In  the s tate d in ing
room,  there i s  a  carved quote on the f i rep lace which
reads:   “ I  p ray  Heaven to  bestow the best  of  B less ings
on th i s  House and on a l l  that  sha l l  hereafter  inhabi t
i t . . ”   John Adams wrote th i s  in  a  let ter  to  h i s  wi fe
Abigai l  on  November  2 ,  1800.   P res ident  Rooseve l t
ordered i t  be carved on the mant le  of  the f i rep lace.  

We a lso made cook ie  boxes  for  the res idents  of  the
Fai r fax .   Chr i s tmas i s  a  busy  t ime for  everyone and I
would l i ke  to  thank  Ke l l i  Reynoldson ,  Jenn i fer  Ph i l l ips
and E l izabeth Mahoney for  tak ing the t ime to  bake and
help put  the boxes  together .  

Betsy  Rayf ie ld  d id  a fantast ic  job gett ing a l l  of  the
Cast le  Bout ique orders  out  for  Chr i s tmas.   The f i r s t
order  of  the Lego cast les  so ld  out  in  24 hours .   She i s
a lways  f ind ing fun and un ique i tems for  the Cast le
Bout ique.   I  jus t  wanted to  say  an ext ra  thank  you to
Betsy  for  a l l  of  her  hard work .

Due to  COVID-19  we have not  been able  to  have a lot
of  the normal  sa les  and events  that  he lp  us  support
the Army Engineer  Memor ia l  Awards  (AEMA).   You wi l l
be soon receiv ing a fundra is ing let ter  in  the mai l  f rom
AESC to he lp  us  support  the Army Engineer  Memor ia l
Awards  th i s  year .   We apprec iate any  support  you can
give ,  whether  i t  be through buy ing i tems at  the Cast le
Bout ique or  donat ing d i rect ly  to  AEMA.  

                                       Stay  Safe and Heal thy ,
 

                                       Mary  A l ice Jakso
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White House Tour Photos
AESC members in the DMV (District of Washington, Maryland, Virginia) area were fortunate to
have the opportunity to visit the White House along with members from the Belvoir Spouses'
Club. The theme for this year's decorations was "America, the Beautiful".  The military was
featured with ornaments representing each of its branches and a tree honoring Gold Star
Families.  Thank you to the offices of Senator Tom Cotton (AR) and Senator Lisa Murkowski (AK)
for your assistance in making this visit possible!

Melissa Burgess-Boumy Fumes-Tanya
Toussaint-Kelli Reynoldson-Jennifer Phillips

Brenda Schultze-Audra Baumgartner- Mary Alice
Jakso-Melissa Burgess-Rosemary Davis-Danielle
Florence-Chris Hill-Kelly Hearn-an awesome military
spouse- Tanya Toussaint-Kimber Tritten-Jennifer
Phillips-Debbie Milhorn-Stacy Lloyd-Boumy Fumes

AESC and BSC members
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Sharise Spellmon-Chris Hill-Debbie Milhorn-

Stacy Lloyd-Tanya Toussaint

  Erin Caswell-Betsy Rayfield-Katie Matthew

Mary Alice Jakso-Boumy Fumes-Sharise Spellmon
Jenny O'Rourke-Jessica Bowman

Mary Alice Jakso-Connie Semonite-Michelle Funkhouser



Sally Beck                                            January 4

Priscilla Noah                                       January 6

Catherine Hansen                                January 10

Marna Rockwell                                   January 10

Patricia Kessler                                    January 13

Lynne Jackson                                      January 13

Launa Klimowicz Brown                       January 16

Julie Strock                                          January 16

Elisa Kinsman                                       January 23

Wendy Owen                                       January 25

Paula Van Antwerp                             January 25

Sandra De La Pena                             January 26

   AESC Board 2020-2021
        
 ELECTED BOARD
 President
Mary Alice Jakso
 Vice President
Vacant
 Secretary
Brenda Schultze
 Treasurer
Basia Kent
 AEMA Chairperson
Laura Putnam

APPOINTED BOARD 
Castle Boutique
Betsy Rayfield
 Castle Gram Editor
Michelle Funkhouser
 Circulation
Sheila Kelly
 Corresponding Secretary
Shannon Luzzatto
 Historian
Erin Beer
 Hospitality & Reservations
 Vacant
 Knollwood Bake Sale
Priscilla Noah
 Knollwood Liaison
Ann Kem
 Membership
Jackie Caldwell & Laura
Putnam
 Nominations
Vanessa Joly
 Nominations Emeritus
Bette Meuleners
 Parliamentarian
Launa Klimowicz-Brown
 Publicity/Facebook
Carolyn Hudson
 Webmaster
Terri Stevens
 Service/Welfare 
Jennifer Broderick

HONORARY ADVISORS
Honorary President
Sharise Spellmon
Honorary Vice President
Tanya Toussaint
SES Spouse Advisor
Jackie Caldwell
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Happy January Birthday!

Customs and Traditions -New Years' Reception
The New Years' Reception is an annual tradition that harkens back to when Army
installations were located in faraway outposts. Soldiers would travel to their
headquarters to visit their commander at a reception held to welcome the new
year. This reception would often be the premier social event of the season. 

Nowadays these receptions usually include a receiving line where the commander
and his/her spouse greet soldiers and spouses from the unit, area senior leaders,
and community members to thank them for their support.  Invited guests often
attend in "shifts" of 45-60 minutes to accommodate the many attendees.  New
Years' Receptions may be hosted at the home of the commander or the installation
club.  

In the past, it was not uncommon to be invited to multiple New Years' Receptions,
depending upon your location.  One year my spouse and I attended receptions at
the division, brigade, and battalion levels.  It has recently become more common for
there to be one New Years' Reception per installation, usually hosted by the
installation commander. 

One of my fondest memories of a New Years' Reception involved the first reception
we attended as a young military couple.  We lived in Frankfurt and traveled to
Hanau (about 30 minutes away) for a reception at our brigade commander's home.  
We had an almost one-year-old child at the time.  Our good friends, who also had a
one-year-old, had an assigned time a few hours before ours.  They dropped off
their little one with us and left to attend the reception. We drove to Hanau with the
two boys and met them in a parking lot where we switched the boys, car seats, and
accompanying baby items to their car for the trip back to Frankfurt. I'm sure we
must have been quite a sight accomplishing this while dressed in our formal attire.
While my husband was putting on his dress blues jacket for the reception, he
discovered he had lost his nametag somewhere along the way. My husband's driver  
happened to have an extra name tag, and thankfully not too many people noticed
my husband had a new name for the occasion.  (He later found the nametag.) 
 
Unfortunately, most receptions this year have had to be canceled or postponed due
to COVID.  We will hopefully be able to return to having these enjoyable events next
year.  They provide a fantastic opportunity to welcome in the New Year with your
military family and community friends. 
 
Next month we will share the history and tradition of Sweetheart jewelry.  If you
have a favorite piece you would like to share with us please email me a picture at
engineerspouse@gmail.com.    Thank you!  Michelle Funkhouser

(Reference material:  Training and Doctrine Command (TRADOC) Army Spouse
Protocol and Social Guide)
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Keepers of the Castle

BG Mark Quander

Melonie Quander

Nicole Gilbert

Katelyn Jarone

Laura Ghinelli

CSM John Brennan

Ute Brennan 

Keepers of the Castle members gathered

together to decorate the U.S. Army

Engineer School Christmas Tree located in

Lincoln Hall.  Among the handmade

ornaments are snowflakes with the crests

of Engineer units across the world.   The

tree skirt was made by Dominique Wood,

whose spouse was the CSM of the 554th

Engineer Battalion at the time.   
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Cookies for the Fairfax  

We may not have been able to hold our annual Cookie Exchange due to COVID restrictions but
some of our "angels" baked cookies and assembled boxes as gifts to members of our Engineer
family that are residents of the Fairfax at Belvoir Woods.  AESC has a longtime relationship with the
Fairfax as it has been the location of many AESC events, to include the annual AEMA Awards
Luncheon. Thank you Mary Alice Jakso, Jennifer Phillips, Kelli Reynoldson, and Elizabeth Mahoney for
your generosity and kindness.   

Jennifer Phillips-Elizabeth Mahoney-Kelli Reynoldson

Mary Alice Jakso -Jennifer Phillips-Kelli Reynoldson-Elizabeth Mahoney

Mary Alice Jakso-Jennifer Phillips
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www.armyengineerspouses.org/castle-boutique.html

http://www.armyengineerspouses.org/castle-boutique.html


 CASTLE  GRAM                         JANUARY  2021                       9

Remembering Kay Burlin
 

Our dear, sweet friend, Katherine (Kay) Burlin, passed away on December 8 at 98 years of age. Kay was a member of
AESC for over 60 years (since 1955). She held various positions on the AESC Board to include Reservations,
Hospitality, Nominations, Public Relations, and numerous Castle Ball committees. She served as our liaison to The
Fairfax and kept other Engineer residents informed on AESC and the Engineer community's news and events.  Kay
hosted luncheons at the Fairfax for AESC board members and coordinated the use of the Fairfax for our AEMA
Awards Luncheon. Most recently, Kay provided the names of the recipients for the cookies delivered to the Fairfax. 

Kay was born on July 16, 1922, in Whizbang, OK, and was raised in oil boomtowns in Oklahoma, Texas, and Kansas.
Kay enlisted as a U.S. Navy WAVES (Women Accepted for Voluntary Emergency Service) in 1944 and served as a
Yeoman.  After the war ended, Kay became a flight attendant for Eastern Airlines. Her passion for service would
continue through her many volunteer activities. She volunteered for the American Red Cross for over six decades and
would later volunteer as a museum docent. Kay was honored with the Clara Barton Meritorious Leadership Award for
her dedication to the American Red Cross.  At age 95, Kay delivered the Navy tribute at the Women in Military
Service for America Memorial on Memorial Day.  

She met her future husband, MAJ Robert Burlin, while on an Eastern flight in 1949, and they got married in July 1951.
They would move ten times before Bob's retirement from the military in 1971. After successful careers in the civilian
sector, Kay and Bob would move to Melbourne, Florida, in 1990.  After Bob passed away, Kay would spend the next
three decades living between Florida, Cape Cod, and Virginia. Kay and Bob were the proud parents of three
daughters, Ann (who predeceased Kay), Mary Jane, and Patricia. Kay was incredibly proud of her five grandchildren
and four great-grandchildren. Kay will be buried next to her husband at Arlington National Cemetery at a later date.
Donations in Kay's memory may be made to The Women in Military Service for America Memorial Foundation or The
American Red Cross.  Kay's full obituary may be found at https://www.everlywheatley.com/tributes/Katherine-Burlin.

https://www.everlywheatley.com/tributes/Katherine-Burlin


 Holiday Messages
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If you would like to send a note of
condolences or to share memories of Kay 
with her family please contact Patty Kennedy
(Kay's daughter).  

Email: pattykennedy100@verizon.net  

Mailing address:
Patty Kennedy
2006 Carrhill Road
Vienna, VA  22181


